
Parent Guide 

Jan. 2017 

 

 

What does it 

mean to be a 

community of 

Prophecy? 

 

Revelation is Not Sealed 
 by Starr Austin, Director of Religious Education 

 

“Prophets 

help us 

connect the 

dots be-

tween the 

world as it 

is and the 

world as it 

might be” 

 

-Krista Tippet 

One of the 5 smooth stones of religious liberalism is that revelation is not sealed. This is one 

of the building blocks of our theology; revelation is ongoing.  This piece of our theology, in 

part, informs our fourth principle: “a free and responsible search for truth and meaning.” 

The responsibility called forth (the most important word in the fourth principle) is about 

intentionally seeking, practicing, being in relationship, reaching for something greater than 

oneself—be it God, the Universe, or the Beloved community.  This month, as we explore 

prophecy, I am pondering how the responsibility that comes with being part of a religious 

organization, part of a faith tradition, also calls upon us to reveal the prophetic voice of this 

living faith.  

Every child who is born is a redeemer with the potential to help heal the world—you were 

born once, right? What is the prophetic voice that wells up within you? What resides in 

your heart that longs to be cried out? And who are the living prophets who you lend your 

ear?  Which prophets still whisper to you from their grave, their messages still clearly need-

ed? 

One of my spiritual teachers speaks about the truth that resides in the heart that is named 

without punishment or coddling—the truth named with grace. This space, my teacher says, 

is when we are right-sized in our power, releasing ego and standing in something larger 

than ourselves. Prophecy is like that.  

The prophetic voice that told us to love our neighbor as ourselves or the prophetic voice 

that dreamed that one day  all children “will not be judged by the color of their skin but by 

the content of their character,” the prophetic voice that shouted through the twitter-verse 

that #blacklivesmatter—these voices guide me in my free and responsible search for truth 

and meaning.  They echo a truth I know in my bones—my liberation is bound up with yours; 

with everyone’s.  2017 is just beginning, it will unfold and something will be asked of each 

of us this year.  So I ask you again, What is the prophetic voice that wells up within you? 



A Month of Prophets 
From Soul Matters 
This month is full of prophetic holidays. But too often our culture turns 
them into parties or excuses for another day off, or worse yet, ignores 
them all together. In one way of another, we allow these holidays to be-
come small. This exercise invites us to not let that happen. Your assign-
ment: Pick at least one of the major holidays of January and find your 
personal way of keeping it “large”-keeping it’s radical and prophetic po-
tential alive. 

New Year’s Day: Resolving to lose a few pounds is important, but one 
wonders if that alone is worthy of New Year’s potential. This quote by L. 
Ron Hubbard suggests it’s not: “The best way to [predict] any future is to 
cause one... The future isn’t a pattern laid out to abuse and bully you. The 
future is a beautiful playground.” So this year, ask yourself: Are your New 
Year’s resolutions too small? Are they really big enough to bring down 
your “bully”? Are they radical enough to make life feel like a playground 
again?  

 

One way to embody this practice is to create a prophetic vision board for 
the New Year.  A vision board is a collage representing what you want to 
embody for the year.  A prophetic vision board might include magazine 
cuttings of modern day prophets you admire, images of prophets, reli-
gious text, poetry, scripture, or slogans which inspire you to embody your 
UU faith and be a prophetic voice for transforming and healing the world. 

 

Another practice this month might include reading up on Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., particularly researching how radical he was.  He is often 
talked about in ways that minimize his politics and his risk in his efforts to 
create a more just world.   

 

Chalice Lighting 

This chalice symbolizes freedom. 

This chalice represents truth. 

This chalice is a beacon of hope. 

This chalice is a light for all. 

May we carry this in our hearts 

Today and everyday. 

 - Starr Austin, DRE 

 

World Meditation 

“Prophets help us connect the 
dots between the world as it is 
and the world as it might be.”  

~Krista Tippet 

 

What is the world that might be?  
Meditate on it, draw it, write 
about it, dream it, talk about it, 
create it.  

In the world you imagine, what 
changes? Who is important? 
What matters most? Connect the 
dots between the world as it is 
and this world you imagine—how 
do they connect? What path do 
we need to take to get from one 
to the other? 

spiritual practice 

for families 
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Talking to Kids About Justice 
 by Starr Austin, Director of Religious Education 

The word prophecy often makes us think of the past.  It brings up images 
in our mind of the prophets of religious texts or perhaps Dr. King.  This 
month, while we explore prophecy, I invite you to use it as an entry way to 
talk with your kids about justice.  

Justice making is a UU value. We strive to transform and heal our world. 
The movements of our times, such as Black Lives Matter, gives voice to 
modern day prophets. Did you know Black Lives Matter started as a 
hashtag on Twitter?  

#blacklivesmatter was tweeted out by one woman, Alicia Garza, and 
quickly she and her two friends, Opal Tometi and Patrise Cullors, recog-
nized that within this statement was a movement for justice. The simple 
slogan was a cry for justice and a simple truth. This is what prophets do—
speak truth to power and cry out for justice.   

Teaching our children justice making as an active part of their lives  bene-
fits them in a number of ways. It helps them live out their UU faith in the 
world, promotes our values as guiding principles in their lives, and will 
steer them toward others who share their belief in justice for all people. 

To the right, there are links to movements that may appeal to your chil-
dren and youth. Pick one, talk about it, and brainstorm how you might get 
involved.  Each person approaches justice making in their own way. Some 
people write letters to congress, others march in the street, some educate 
and advocate, some do direct service such as work in soup kitchens.   

This month, talk about justice making as a religious value UUs hold. Look 
for ways to engage in justice work as a family.  An easy way, is to sign up 
for HiHi, our interfaith homeless shelter that we participate in during win-
ter months. Contact Joanne Polichetti if your family would like to volun-
teer. There are also volunteer opportunities listed for Family Services 
League.   

I leave you with this final thought—who are the modern prophets your 
family thinks of and what justice work do they promote? 

Online Resources 

 

Immigrant Justice 

 

LGBTQ Justice 

 

Racial Justice 

 

Climate Justice 

 

Reproductive Justice 

 

Family Services League 

Volunteer Opportunities in 

Huntington Station 

 

 

 

 

https://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/immigrant-justice/
https://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/lgbtq-equity/
https://www.standingonthesideoflove.org/racial-justice/
https://www.edf.org/climate/why-you-need-care-about-climate-change-now?utm_source=ggad&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=gr-ClimateChange&gclid=CjwKEAiAp97CBRDr2Oyl-faxqRMSJABx4kh98D2ELm1Zrz-Bj9XaiNllWU_YDFu_jc4Bco2fkahavRoCCtbw_wcB
http://www.nownys.org/
http://www.fsl-li.org/get-involved/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/
http://www.fsl-li.org/get-involved/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/
http://www.fsl-li.org/get-involved/volunteer/volunteer-opportunities/


 
Olivia’s Birds by Olivia Bouler One 11 year-

old girl can make a difference-as budding 

ornithologist and artist , Olivia wrote a 

letter to Audubon, “11 years old and will-

ing to help” offering her own bird 

paintings to raise contributions for Gulf 

recovery efforts Follow a group of friends 

at school, at home, and at the beach as 

they experience just what it means to be 

present.  

Featured Story:  

Muddy Children 
A Universalist Story 

This month’s featured story can be found at this 

link. It is the story of Universalist theologian  

Hosea Ballou. 

Here’s a snippet: 

Over two hundred years ago, in a small house 
in a small town, on the edge of a forest of very 
big trees in the state of New Hampshire, there 
lived a small boy. His name was Hosea Ballou. 

Hosea, just like other children, liked to learn 

and do new things. He was always asking 

questions, about what and why and how. And, 

just like other children, Hosea liked to play. He 

liked to play hide-and-seek with his nine older 

brothers and sisters. He liked to play word 

games inside when it was rainy, and he liked to 

play tag outside when it was sunny. In the win-

ter, he liked to jump into snowdrifts. In the sum-

mer, he liked to jump into the creek. In the fall, 

he liked to jump into leaf piles. And in the spring 

— why, spring was Hosea's favorite season of 

all — because in the spring, it would rain and 

rain and rain, and then Hosea could jump into 

mud.Hosea, just like other children, loved mud. 

He liked it when it was soft and squishy, and he 

liked it when it was thick and sticky. If it didn't 

rain quite enough, that wasn't a problem.  

Hosea would carry water to the dirt and create 

glorious mud puddles all of his own. He liked to 

poke sticks into puddles and see how deep the 

mud was. He liked to make mud pies and to 

build mud dams. He liked to jump in puddles 

hard with both feet and make the muddy water 

splash really high, so that the mud splattered all 

over his brothers' and sisters' clothes, and he 

loved to step in puddles v-e-r-y slowly, so that 

the mud oozed up just a little bit at a time be-

tween his toes. 

READING RESOURCES FOR 

PROPHECY 

The Hero in You by Ellis Paul 

The Hero in You introduces kids to thir-

teen real-life American heroes. From 

Chief Joseph to Rosa Parks, their remarka-

ble, heroic lives motivate and encourage 

us to aim high and try our best. Also in-

cluded is a special edition CD of The Hero 

in You with 14 songs and exclusive intro-

ductory tracks from Ellis Paul  

The Younger Marcher by  Cynthia Levinson-

Meet the youngest known child to be 

arrested for a civil rights protest in Bir-

mingham, Alabama, 1963, in this moving 

picture book that proves you’re never too 

little to make a difference. Nine-year-old 

Audrey Faye Hendricks intended to go 

places and do things like anybody else. 

Malala/Iqbal by Jeanette Winter One country: 

Pakistan. Two children: Iqbal Masih and Mala-

la Yousafzai. Each was unafraid to speak out. 

He, against inhumane child slavery in the 

carpet trade. She, for the right of girls to 

attend school. Both were shot by those who 

disagreed with them—he in 1995, she in 

2012. Iqbal was killed instantly; Malala mirac-

ulously survived and continues to speak out 

around the world. She was awarded the No-

bel Peace Prize in 2014 for her work.  

http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session2/muddy-children
http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/children/journeys/session2/muddy-children

